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Whereas, with the enactment of the Native 

American Heritage Day Act of 2009 (Public 
Law 111–33; 123 Stat. 1922), Congress— 

(1) reaffirmed the government-to-govern-
ment relationship between the United States 
and Native American governments; and 

(2) recognized the important contributions 
of Native Americans to the culture of the 
United States; 

Whereas Native Americans have made dis-
tinct and important contributions to the 
United States and the rest of the world in 
many fields, including the fields of agri-
culture, environmental stewardship, 
wayfinding, medicine, music, dance, lan-
guage, and art; 

Whereas contemporary applications of tra-
ditional knowledge systems of Native Ameri-
cans have expanded scientific, environ-
mental, and intercultural understanding; 

Whereas Native Americans have distin-
guished themselves as inventors, entre-
preneurs, spiritual leaders, and scholars; 

Whereas Native Americans have served 
with honor and distinction in the Armed 
Forces and continue to serve in the Armed 
Forces in greater numbers per capita than 
any other group in the United States; 

Whereas the United States has recognized 
the contribution of the Native American 
code talkers in World War I and World War 
II, who used Indigenous languages as an un-
breakable military code, saving countless 
lives in the United States; and 

Whereas the people of the United States 
have reason to honor the great achievements 
and contributions of Native Americans and 
their ancestors: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the month of November 2021 

as ‘‘National Native American Heritage 
Month’’; 

(2) recognizes the Friday after Thanks-
giving as ‘‘Native American Heritage Day’’ 
in accordance with section 2(10) of the Native 
American Heritage Day Act of 2009 (Public 
Law 111–33; 123 Stat. 1923); and 

(3) urges the people of the United States to 
observe National Native American Heritage 
Month and Native American Heritage Day 
with appropriate programs and activities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 441—DESIG-
NATING NOVEMBER 6, 2021, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL BISON DAY’’ 

Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BENNET, Mr. 
BRAUN, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. LUJÁN, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. MORAN, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Ms. SMITH, Mr. TESTER, Mr. 
THUNE, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
and Mr. BOOZMAN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 441 

Whereas, on May 9, 2016, the North Amer-
ican bison was adopted as the national mam-
mal of the United States; 

Whereas bison are considered a historical 
and cultural symbol of the United States; 

Whereas bison are integrally linked with 
the economic and spiritual lives of many In-
dian Tribes through trade and sacred cere-
monies; 

Whereas there are approximately 76 Indian 
Tribes participating in the InterTribal Buf-
falo Council, which is a Tribal organization 
incorporated pursuant to section 17 of the 
Act of June 18, 1934 (commonly known as the 
‘‘Indian Reorganization Act’’) (48 Stat. 988, 
chapter 576; 25 U.S.C. 5124); 

Whereas numerous members of Indian 
Tribes are involved in bison restoration on 
Tribal land; 

Whereas members of Indian Tribes have a 
combined herd of almost 20,000 bison on more 
than 1,000,000 acres of Tribal land; 

Whereas bison play an important role in 
the health of the wildlife, landscapes, and 
grasslands of the United States; 

Whereas bison hold significant economic 
value for private producers and Tribal and 
rural communities; 

Whereas, as of 2017, the Department of Ag-
riculture estimates that 182,780 head of bison 
were under the stewardship of private pro-
ducers, creating jobs and contributing to the 
food security of the United States by pro-
viding a sustainable and healthy meat 
source; 

Whereas a bison has been depicted on the 
official seal of the Department of the Inte-
rior since 1912; 

Whereas the Department of the Interior 
has launched the Bison Conservation Initia-
tive, a 10-year cooperative initiative to co-
ordinate the conservation and restoration of 
wild American bison; 

Whereas a bison is portrayed on 2 State 
flags; 

Whereas the bison has been adopted by 3 
States as the official mammal or animal of 
those States; 

Whereas the buffalo nickel played an im-
portant role in modernizing the currency of 
the United States; 

Whereas several sports teams and busi-
nesses have the bison as a mascot, which 
highlights the iconic and cultural signifi-
cance of bison in the United States; 

Whereas Indigenous communities and a 
group of ranchers helped save bison from ex-
tinction in the late 1800s by gathering the re-
maining bison of the diminished herds; 

Whereas, on December 8, 1905, William 
Hornaday, Theodore Roosevelt, and others 
formed the American Bison Society in re-
sponse to the near extinction of bison in the 
United States; 

Whereas, on October 11, 1907, the American 
Bison Society sent 15 captive-bred bison 
from the New York Zoological Park, now 
known as the ‘‘Bronx Zoo’’, to the first big 
game refuge in the United States, now 
known as the ‘‘Wichita Mountains Wildlife 
Refuge’’; 

Whereas, in 2005, the American Bison Soci-
ety was reestablished, bringing together 
bison ranchers, Native American leaders and 
bison herd managers, Federal and State 
agencies, conservation organizations, artists 
and writers, young people, and natural and 
social scientists from the United States, 
Canada, and Mexico to create a vision for the 
North American bison in the 21st century; 

Whereas there are bison herds in national 
wildlife refuges, national parks, and national 
forests, and on other Federal land; 

Whereas there are bison in State-managed 
herds across 11 States; 

Whereas private, public, and Tribal bison 
leaders are working together to continue 
bison restoration throughout North Amer-
ica; 

Whereas there is a growing effort to cele-
brate and officially recognize the historical, 
cultural, and economic significance of the 
North American bison to the heritage of the 
United States; and 

Whereas members of Indian Tribes, bison 
producers, conservationists, sportsmen, edu-
cators, and other public and private partners 
have celebrated the annual National Bison 
Day since 2012 and are committed to con-
tinuing this tradition annually on the first 
Saturday of November: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) designates November 6, 2021, the first 
Saturday of November, as ‘‘National Bison 
Day’’; and 

(2) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe the day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 442—ESTAB-
LISH THE SFC SEAN COOLEY 
AND SPC CHRISTOPHER HORTON 
CONGRESSIONAL GOLD STAR 
FAMILY FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM 
FOR THE SENATE, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES 
Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself, Mr. 

CRAPO, Ms. SINEMA, Ms. ROSEN, Ms. 
ERNST, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. SCOTT of Flor-
ida, Mr. PETERS, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. 
HAGERTY, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. WICKER, and 
Mr. WARNOCK) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 442 
Resolved, 

SECTION 1. SFC SEAN COOLEY AND SPC CHRIS-
TOPHER HORTON CONGRESSIONAL 
GOLD STAR FAMILY FELLOWSHIP 
PROGRAM. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 
(1) the term ‘‘eligible individual’’ means an 

individual who meets the eligibility criteria 
established under subsection (d)(1)(A); 

(2) the term ‘‘Program’’ means the SFC 
Sean Cooley and SPC Christopher Horton 
Congressional Gold Star Family Fellowship 
Program established under subsection (b); 
and 

(3) the term ‘‘Sergeant at Arms’’ means 
the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper of the 
Senate. 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than De-
cember 31, 2023, and subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, the Sergeant at 
Arms shall establish a fellowship program to 
be known as the SFC Sean Cooley and SPC 
Christopher Horton Congressional Gold Star 
Family Fellowship Program for family mem-
bers of members of the Armed Forces who 
die in the line of duty or of veterans who die 
of service-connected injuries. 

(c) FELLOWSHIPS.—Under the Program, an 
eligible individual may serve a 24-month fel-
lowship in the office of a Senator. 

(d) ADMINISTRATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee on Rules 

and Administration of the Senate shall pro-
mulgate regulations for the administration 
of the Program, including establishing the 
criteria for— 

(A) eligibility to participate in a fellowship 
under the Program; and 

(B) a method of prioritizing the assignment 
of fellowships to the offices of Senators 
under the Program, if the amount made 
available to carry out the Program for a fis-
cal year is not enough to provide fellowships 
in all offices requesting to participate in the 
Program for such fiscal year. 

(2) PLACEMENT.—An eligible individual 
may serve in a fellowship under the Program 
at the office of a Senator in the District of 
Columbia or at a State office of the Senator. 

(3) AUTHORITY FOR AGREEMENT.—The Ser-
geant at Arms may enter into an agreement 
with the Chief Administrative Officer of the 
House of Representatives for the joint oper-
ation of the Program, the Congressional 
Gold Star Family Fellowship Program estab-
lished under House Resolution 107, 116th Con-
gress, agreed to October 29, 2019, and the 
Wounded Warrior Fellowship Program car-
ried out by the Chief Administrative Officer. 

(e) EXCLUSION OF APPOINTEES FOR PUR-
POSES OF COMPENSATION LIMITS.—The com-
pensation paid to any eligible individual 
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